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20th PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

INTRODUCTION

70 oun Friends and Neighlons:

This pamphlet was oniginally waitten at the time of the
Bicentennial of the Amenican Revolution in 1976 Ly hand wonrking
and dedicated people, In fact, they did such a good job that we
thought it was dimportant to nretain most of the infoamation and
update other pants so0 it would fe of cuarent interest and value
to the nesidents of Moneland Hills,

The histony of this anea 4is dimportant to keep alive fon it is
nich in events of great imporntance. James A. Ganfield was lborn
in Monreland Hills, which was then a part of Orange Township. He
was the Last of the Log cabin presidents, one of 8 Ohio
Presidents, and he spent the formative yeans of his Life in this
area, He Loved the anea greatly and wrote in his diany in 7880
on a wvisdit to his bBinthplace:”---walked out unden the cold
stanlight and tried 2o necall the old sensations of ALoyhood,
Hene I finst Leanned the constel[l]ations and thein places in the
heavens. It is my Greenwich, whene all the wonld is exactly in
its night place. Eveny othen place shows varniation mone on fLess.”

That sums up his and oun greal affection for Moneland Hills, We
hope you enjoy this pamphlet,

Morneland Hillds Histonical Society
Moreland Hills Women’s Commitiece
Moreland Hills Community CLub




HISTORY

The Village of Moreland Hills, {like pants of Solon, Peppern Pike
and Onange villages had its beginning in old Orange Township. The
Linst pioneens came to this anea about 1875-16. At that time the
anea was nefeaned to as Township 7, Range 10 of the Westean
Resenve. Senenus Buanet was probally the finst to aarive and
settled in that part of Moneland Hills which was at one time a
part of Chagnin Falls Township, Setilers continued to annive and
in the sprning of 1820, this group was deteamined to have a new
civil township. Accondingly, on June 7 the County Commissionens
made the nrequisite ondea and the new township became known
as Orange, named after an odd Connecticut town. Some of the
settlens, whose fLamily histonies Lecame almost synonymous with
the Village histony, ane Seth Mapes who anrived anound 1827, the
Ganfields and the Boyntons who settled in 1828, and the Jacksons
who came into the anea alout 1835. Laten, Peany and John Mapes
wene to operate a fine milk, cream and maple syrup husiness which
in time fecame the Telling Belle Vennon Mapes Company. C. L,
Jackson owned one of the [finest farms in the anea. The Amos
Boynton and Abram Ganfield families wene nelated, as the men wene
half-brothers and they marnied sistens, Alpha and ELiza Ballou.
The Boyntons settled on what is now the noathwest cornen of
Jackson and S.0.M, Centen Roads and the Abram Ganfield FLamily
settled on the southwest conrnen.

In a fLetter dated Felbruany 7, 1869 Lo hen son James, Eliza
Ganfield says that in 1827, Abnram Ganfield punchased Lifty
acnes in Ornange Township foa $2.50 an acrne from William Tuckeaman
of Connecticut., It is intenesting 2o note that in the Record of
Taxes Paid Into the Treasuny of Cuyahoga County in 1827-28 Abram
Ganfield is on the delingquent List of Octolen 30, 17828. His
property is Listed as Range 10, Township 7, Section 3 Lot 70 sp
-50 acnes - valuation $730.00 - <tLaxes due $2.98. In 17829 2he
necond shows the taxes wene paid. It s from ELiza Ballou's
letten that we know that Calvin and John Mapes, John Smith and
Uncle Amos Boynton helped naise the cabin in the lLast days of
7829. It was in this calbin on Novemben 19, 1831 that the 20¢h
President of the United States was boan. Abram Ganfield only
Lived two yeans aften his son was forn and ELiza was forced 2o
seld twenity acnes to help support hen family. Amos Boyniton served
as an unofficial guandian to the Ganfield children as they wene
growing up.

James grew up with his two sistens, brother and mothen in thein
small cabin, James attended school in Chagnin Falls and then in a
small school buiflt on the Garfield faam, His mother gave a cornen
of hen propenty to have a new schoolhouse Ruilt, He may have
attended school, for a veay short time, in what is now the
Moneland Hills Village Hall,

When James was about 16 he wanted to go to sea, and walked
into the town of Clevefand, and got a job as a mule driven on the
canal. He did not stay on the canal fong and retunned home. fHe
attended Geauga Seminany in Chestea in  1848-50 and upon
graduation entered Hinam Eclectic Institute, now Hiram College.
He entened Williams Callege as a Junion and was graduated with
honons.

By 1853 the Ganfield property had heen s0ld and the family was
getting neady to move. Again it is the diary of James dated
Octolen 9, 1853, that telds us that the family gathered for a
Last panty with "dinner---cooked Ly Mothea.” The family visdited
the spot where the ofld home stood and James wrole "---our old
home is so0dd and the old famifiar scenes of Loyhood will Le
desecnated Ly strangens”. James is known to have retunned to the
site with his children one day <n 1874. As he walked over the
site many memonies netuaned and he fLaten wnote in his diarny "the
day has nenewed my health and helped to nestorne my faith in
Life”, -

Ganfield continued to make this anea his home until 1859 when he
was elected to the Ohio Senate. He fecame a Colfonel in the Union
Aamy and nose to the nank of Genenal., He then senved in the U.S.
House of Representatives and was elected President of the United
States in 1880. An assassination attempt was made in July, 1887,
Lut the President did not die until Septemben 19, 71887

In the yeans that followed this entine anea nemained one of
agnicultune, cheese factonies and sawmills. It was in 1978 that
Rollent L., Stean, who was larngely nesponsille fon the initial real
estate development of fMMoreland Hills came to {Live here. In «a
letten dated Decemben 12, 1975 to fas, Viaginia Loegler, Robent
Stean Jn. tells us that all the noads wene dint, there wene no
electric ALines, Buil the telephone had made an appearance. As
late as 1923, S$.0.M, Centen Road was a dint noad and Chagnin
Boulevand (South Kinsman) and Noath Miles wene the only paved
noads. These nroads wene paved on one side only flLecause the
Larmens prefenned walking thein honses on dint.

The fest mode of 2Zranspontation during these times was the
Cleveland-Chagrin Falls Railway. This railway stanted its
openations on May 1, 1897. The noute fhegan at Public Squaze 4in
Cleveland and followed the tracks of the Kinsman canlines with
Stop 1 leing 116th Stneet. Then it continued on out Kinsman with
stops at Highland Park Cemeteny (all tnains had funenal cans),
made connections with a spun to Waarnensville Sanitanium and on to
Onange (Landea Cincle), East of Onange the noute lecame veny
intenesting. In the 7890’4 John Stoneman buift an amusement park
in the anea of Brady Middle School and a fLange Lake was created
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= THE MORELAND HILLS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Histonical Society was Lounded in 1980 2o "hnring togethen
those peoplg intenested in history and especially the history of
oun cgmmun¢iy{ to discoven, collect, preserve and disseminaie
this infoamation.” The Society’s major Pfunction is 2o discoven
and col{ect matenials illustrating the histony of Cuyahoga
Couqtg: its exploration, settlement, and developmenit, especiall

as it affects the development of this area. v

In addition, a majon goal of this Society is the developnm
gaeAgauation of the Binth Site of Zé;ZA A, ganﬂiegdfntZng
/aea¢4eni. of 'the United States. He was Loan in this anea and
2ome infowmation aboul his youth is given in the histony section.
Paat of the Gaafield Memonial Project is educational - to develop
zuoak_ units tp be used ALy teacheans as a supplement to Zhein
cuaniculum - in the study of Presidents and eanly settlements.

We wish to preserve all documents nelatin 3

. / / _ g to Ganfield d
disseminate infoamation to the public By eatallif;i:; a g;:;ieﬁz
ook Ahglﬂ at the Ornange Lilnany, providing displays and programs
on Ganfield as welld as othen information of histonic intenest,

The Society has foun prograem meeitin

' g4 a yean as well as a V4
aememﬁaanqe of ;he binth of Ganfield on Novemben 757 a?;;?
Evernyone is condially invited to attend all programs, .

The Onganization 4is a 507 C 3 not foza [ i 1
' . profit onganizal
welcomes all contributions of memonalbilia on monet;iy donégZZni7d

mawce

est. 1952

MORELAND HILLS
WOMEN’S COAALTTEE

The Moneland Hills Women’s Committee was founded in 71952 as an
outgrowth of the Moreland Hitls Village Association. Through the
yeans it has evolved into a commitiee of female nesidents who ane
truly dedicated to wonking toward the Getterment of the Village,
The Committee plays an dintegral nrole in helping to make oun
community more special by Funding projects which benefit such
wonthwhile causes as (Meals on Wheels, the Orange Schools and New
Dinections, to name a few, It especially supporils the Police and
Employees Foundation and rnaise funds fon dimprovements and
funnishings fon the Village Hall,

Any female nesident of Mlorneland Hills is welcome, as well as
encournaged to join the M.H.W.C. The Committee consists of lelween
twenty to thinty memBens, who each serve a mindimum thnrnee yean
team. The two Langest fund naising projecis undentaken each yean
are the populan Spaing Plant Sale and the Fall Clambake and
Family Picnic. The Committee also sponsons severnal annual
community events throughout the yean which include:

The Finemen's Dinnen in Apail fon the Police, Firne and
Seavice Depantment pensonnel in appreciation fon thein
senpiced.

The Moneland #Hills BLood Bank in which all residentis ane
contacted &y the Commitiee once per yean and encounaged to
give BLood in an effont Lo have it available upon nequest to
any Moreland Hills nesident.

A4 Fall Luncheon at the Chagnin Valley Countny CLul to nepont
the yean's activities to the women of the Village and *to
enjoy eithen a fashion show oa lListen to a well known guest

specken.

A Holiday Party with Santa held in December at Village
Hatl fon all children of the community and thein families
as a means of promoting good will,

The Moneland Hills Women’s Committee is a unique onganization
designed o fLenefit the entine community and to provide women
residents an oppontunity to shane thein time and talents with

thein neighbons.



MORELAND HILLS COMMUNITY CLUB

The Moreland Hills Community CLub is open to all past and present
nesdidents of Moneland Hills. The purpose of the club is
primanily social and educational. It meets foun times pen yean
wilh meetings announced in the Moneland Hills Newsletien.

MORELAND HILLS POLICE & EMPLOYEES FOUNDATION

This non-profit Foundation dates fack to 1966 when a predecesson
onganization was formed Lo augment the fLenefits offered LBy Lhe
Village to the members of its police Lorce. The Foundation
provides disability insunance fon memberns of the police
depantment and assists  police officens in continuing Law
enforncement education. In addition, all full-time Village
enmployees now receive supplemental Life and accidental death
insunance and a holiday bonus. The Foundation also maintains a
scholanship program fon the highen education of children of
Village employees,

Donations Ly Village nresidents ane the Foundation’s primany
sounce of suppont, Lut the Moreland Hills Women's Commitiee aliso
has contnibuted genenously to the Foundation over the yeans,
And, not to de fongoiten, the Trustees donate thein time and
efforts thrnoughout the yean in the feliel that an impontant pant
of the quality of Life in [(loneland Hills comes from the
excellence and devotion of its employees,

ORANGE SENIOR CENTER

The purpose of the Orange Senion Centea is to meet the needs of
sendion adults through faiendship, ententainment and education and
to help them panticipate as self sufficient membens of the
community. T7The Center 4is a daily "drop-in” program Lon all
senions age 55 and over, and from any community. Located at
Brady Middle School on the Onange School campus it is open
Monday-Friday and services/programs are available in recneation,
education and social senvices., Call 8371-8607, ext. 405.

CHURCHES

The pioneen settlers annived in Onange Township shortly aften the
Wan of 1812, and the fLinst of six chunches was established in the
yean 1830, Although no chuanch was within the actual fLoundaries
of the present-day Moreland Hills, the nich neligious henitage
has been strongly felt thnoughout the yeans in oun Village,

The Methodist Episcopal Chunch at Orange Center was oaganized in
7839 and the Methodist Chunch on Orange Hill had its beginning
<n 1830, however, neithea church nremains Zoday. Short-Lived
chunches wene the Noath Solon Disciple Chuach and the South Solon
Disciple Chunch with alout as many members as yeans in existence.

The Free Will Baptist Chunch 4is known today as the Noath Solon
Baptist Chunch and 4is Located at Harper and Miles Road. Its
histony dates farom the yean 1868 2o the present on the same
site, Lut whene a new fuilding neplaces the oniginal stauctune
which served fon oven one hundnred yeans.

The Ganfield Memonial Chunch 4is presently {Located at Landen
Céincle in Peppen Pike., This chunch was established in the yean
7839 and has feen moved a total of foun times in its histony. It
was Linst known as the Bible Christian Chunch, and 2hen Zhe
Orange Methodist Protestant Chunch, and in 1929, the name was
changed to honor the memory of James A. Ganfield whose Linthplace
was Moreland Hills,

A highlight of those early chunch yearns was the cincuit rider on
"Preacher on Hornseback”™ who was welcomed warmly Ly the eanly
pioneens when he made the nrounds of his cincuit to sevenal
chunches.

Convenient {Listings of all chunches and synagogues in this anrea
can be found in the Chagrin Falls Dirnectony.
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INDEX 70 FOLD OUT MAP

The fold out map and this index have feen prepaned to help you 4in
several ways. It willd help you Locate present day Ataeeta'and
areas of dLntenest, and, it was thought that some of you might
like to dnive anound the Village and {Locate the places of
histonic intenest that we have discussed hene, It has been
impossille to Locate all these anreas exactly as they wene, some
records ane not available and some stneets have leen change¢ and
added. The numlens on the map coarespond to the numbens Listed

Gelow,

7. fMoneland Hills V.illage Hall, 4350 S,0.M. Centen Road is
lelicved to have been Luilt around 71860. It was used as a
one noom schoolhouse untol 1924 at which time the
centralized school system was fuili on ths present Location.
In 71932 it fLecame the Village Hall.

2. Ganfield farmsite & James Ganfield binth site.

3, The one-room schoolhouses Located in Morneland Hills are
all numbered 3 on the map. That pontion of the Orange Schools
located in Moneland Hills is numbened 3A.

4, The Cleveland-Chagnin Fallds Railway is designated by a doulle
7ed line. The fest place fZrom which to view the substation
and eanthen dam is the Brady Middle School daive.

5, Rivea Road Cemeteny. This Little cemeteny 4is one of zLhe
Zopliest spots 4in oun Village., It undoubiedly stanted as a
family Gunial plot, Rut many ALamilies ane now nrepresented.
Searenus Bunnet, who was the [finst settlen in the valley
is bunied hene with his wife, Jane. He died May 8, 7858 and
Mas, Buanet died Septemben 22, 1861, Aboth at the age of
sepenty.

6. Hinam House Camp.

7. Location of Serenus Buanel Faam.

8., Location of Seth Mapes Farm.

9, Location of Abram Garfield Farm & James Garnfield Binth site.

70, Location of Amos Boynton Farm.

7. Metropolitan Panrk.

72, Pulpit Rock is not accessible to anyone except membens of
Chagrin Valley Countny Clul, It is said thal young James
Ganfield was intenested in becoming a ministean. Upon
retunning from chunch with his family one Sunday monning
he asked his mothen if this would le possible, She said
that it would fe when he grnew up., UWhen she went to Look
£on him Laten, she found him standing on the nock waving
his anms and pretending that he was a preachen, In Laten
yeans it is said that he practiced his onatony henre,

SOURCES FOR MATERIAL

No attempt has Leen made 2o make 2this pamphlet any kind of
Liternany accomplishment and s0 no footnotes, etc., wene included.
Howeven, fon those who might enjoy delving a Litile farther .into
the past we have AListed herne sounces of oun infoamation., The
Ganfield Dianies and othen dintenesting nrefenences are availalble
on the Garfield Shelf at the Onrange Branch Librany, as well as
old books in the Lookcase in the Garfield Room of the Moneland
Hills Village Hall,

Record of Taxes Paid Into the Treasury of Cugahoga County in
71827-28. (Available in the Cuyahoga County Recorden’s 0ffice).

John M, Taylor Ganfield of Ohio. (Lawnfield)

Theodore Clanrke Smith, Dianies of James A. Ganfield
Vol. I and II.

Theodone Clanke Smith, The Life and Leilens of James A. Ganfield.
Vol. I and II.

William M, Thayen, From Log Cabin to White House, 17887.

Hanny Chnristiansen, Noathean Ohio’s Intenunbfan and Rapid Transit
Railways.

Hinam College Alumni Broadcaster, Summen Issue, 1968.

Historny of Cuyahoga County, 1879.

Pensonal Letiten frnom Robent L, Stenn, Jn. to flas. Vingindia
Loeglen dated Decemlen 1975,

Allen Y, King, The Henitage of 120 Yeans - Ganfield Memonial
Chunch Januarny 25, 1959.

John Nonth, History of Orange Schoofs. 7968.

Western Reserve Histonrical Society News, May-June, 1975.
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